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ERN+Expanding complementary pathways for refugee admissions

Since 2007 UNHCR, IOM and ICMC have lajmmet the European ResettlemenNetwork
(www.resettlement.e(), an inclusive network that suppts the development of resettlement in Europe by
connecting a variety of actors involved in refugee resettlement.

Building on the experience that the European Resettlement Network has gathered since 2010, the ERN+
follow-dzLJ LINE 2 S[eilielbping imbodiive dEuropean Models for the Protection of Refugees and
Providing Support to New Resettlement Coundri@he project aims to explore and advocate for
expanding complementary pathways for refugee admission, including private sponsorship, higher
educationscholarships and humanitarian admissiaMithin this framework ICMC Europgrublishedin
September 2014 research papePrivate Sponsorships in Europe: Expanding complementatiiways

for refugee resettlementThe research paper builds upamtial research carried out by ICMC in the
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s 1) How can we define refugee sponsorship and what are its main objectives
PRIVATE L.

SPONSORSHIP and characteristis?

IN EUROPE

2) What are the important features of a successful sponsorship programme?

Expanding alternative

pelinvaye lor refugee 3) What are the key challenges in designing a sponsorship programme?

resettlement

These questions will guide the analysis of relevant case studies in the
European context, namely: Humanitni Corridors in Italy and France;
community sponsorship in the United Kingdom, and private sponsorship for
family reunification in Germany and Ireland.

. . . oPrivate sposorship can be defined as
This paper provides an overview of these programmes and seek apublic-private partnershipbetween

identify some of the key elementsdhmay inform existing and new governmentswho facilitate legal
programmes including: the division of roles and responsibilit  agmission for refugeeand private
between the state and the private actors, the identification ar  actorswho provide financial, social
selection of sponsored persons, the time necessary to proc and/or emotional support to receive
applications, the type of statuend entitlements and rights afforded tc and settle refugees into the
the sponsored persons, available safegt provisions and overall O2YYdzyAGd¢é
programme monitoring and evaluation.

ERN+/ICMC 20 Scoping Paper, p. 11
The paper also looks at the various forms of sponsorship in Canada.
DAGSY /Iyl RIQa f 2 yoBspdns6iRhipaadadd& &f actirddes afe haiwlloakhg to it as
a model for complementary approaches to refugee protection. Overall, this research seeks to learn from
the case studies presented, to identify common ground and best practices, but also t®rdras
challenges within these experiences, assessing opportunities for private sponsorship programmes to
become a more permanent feature of international protection in Europe.


https://www.icmc.net/newsroom/news-and-statements/icmc-europe-launches-scoping-paper-on-the-role-of-faith-based
https://www.icmc.net/newsroom/news-and-statements/icmc-europe-launches-scoping-paper-on-the-role-of-faith-based
https://www.icmc.net/sites/default/files/documents/10-percent-syrian-refugees-resettlement-2015.pdf
https://www.icmc.net/sites/default/files/documents/10-percent-syrian-refugees-resettlement-2015.pdf
http://resettlement.eu/page/emerging-private-sponsorship-programmes-europe-new-partnership-between-government-and-local-1

Discussion®n the role of churches and faithhased organiations inprivate sponsorship

With persistently high numbers of deaths at sea and migrants taking increasingly dangerous routes to
reach safety, churches and religious organisations have been on the forefront of calling for safe passage,
pressing decision makers for moresettlement spaces and the opening of complementary legal
pathways.n Europe, this discussion has been closely linked to both expanding refugee resettlement and
the issuing of humanitarian visaBaith-based organisations and churches have being activebived

and led on the new pilot private sponsorship programmes developed in Italy, Fi@romany and the

United Kingdom providing refugees with safe passage, protection, welcome, and integration. Such
schemes offer a tangible engagement in solidadtgating a more welcoming and open environment for
newcomers and countering the tide of amtigrant voices

Most of these initiatives originated from the collective action and support offered by-feitied actors,

civil society groups and citizens taspond to the 2015 refugee situation in Europe. These initiatives have
prompted discussions about how responsibilities between the state and private actors are shared and
defined, with civil society and churches calling for a more active role to playuigerfadmissions.

In order to reflect on the central role of fabased actors in the resettlement, welcome, and integration

of refugees, ICMC Europe, within the framework of the European Resettlement Neti@tky( in
partnership with the Churches' Commission for Migrants imoge and Caritas International, has
organised a 1.%lay conference to discuss the different aspects of engagement in private sponsorship,
mapping existing @actices learn fom the Canadian experiences, produce recommendations regarding
certain key elements and benchmarks that will ensure both protection of beneficiaries and programme
sustainability. The conference thus seeks to unite church actors around a common undergtai@nd
involvement in,sponsorship moving forward:he conference gathered 76 participants from faiidised
organisations, churches, international organisations, civil society networksfomEuropein addition

to 5 participants from sponsorshipganisations from Canada.


http://resettlement.eu/news/ern-relaunch

DAY 1: Sibcktaking, learning and
understanding

Mr Cornet General Manager,
Caritas Internationaland Ms
Dussarf Head of Asylum andh
Migration, Caritas International

and President of ICMC Euroy
welcomed the participants at !
Caritas InternationalMsgr.van

Looy, Bishop of GepandRev. R.
Innes Bishop of the Church o' @
9y 3t yRQa 5rBQ
stressing the importance of,
K dZNDK S & Q Ay DL A
refugee protection.Msgr. van & &
Looy, referred to the need of P
multicultural communities to

build more equal societig®or all.

Magdalena Boehm Prgect Coordinator ICMC
Europe

Ms Boém presented the ERN+ project
oDeveloping Innovative European Models for the
Protection of Refugees and Providing Support to
New Resettlement Countrieand introduced the
ICMCERNresearch papersPrivate Sponsorship in
Europe: Expanding complementary pathways for
refugee resettlemerdt @

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)


http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/0.%20ICMC%20presentation_Scoping%20Paper.pdf

Panel 1: Experiences of private Paolo NasoCoordinator of Mediterranean Hope,
sponsaship of rfugeesfrom Europe Italian Federation of Protestant Church@sCEl)

Mr Naso focued on the legal basisof the
Humanitarian CorridorBrogrammeto grant entry

to Italy at. 25 of the EU Visa Codépulates that

OA visa with limited territorial validity shall be
issued exceptionally, in the following cases: (a)
when the Member State concerned considers it

Humanitarian Corridors in_Italy: Advocacy, necessaryon humanitarian grounds, for reasons of

framework, implementation, and next steps  national interes or because of international
obligatong ® aNJ bl a2z RAaOdzzaaSR U
criteriaand the need to expand protection beyond
UNHCRegisteredrefugeesThis allows to respond
The Humanitarian Corridors are a pilot programn to the Lebanese governmenpolicy WRBI Ol 2 Q
established in 2015 as a partnership betwetbe Italian closing the bordefor SyriansPalestiniangleeing
government and th,ree Italian faithbasled organis?tions violence. Local networks (NGOs, Churchgsin
0/ 2YYdyAue ddlianfedsraliondiPlolestadl | ehanon have beearucialfor the success of the
Churches, anthe Waldensian Board) for the admission ¢ initiative. He explained thah Italysettlement and
1000 refugees from Lebanon, Morocco, and Ethiopia integration largely rely on small groups of
humanitarian visa (art. 25, EU visa cadd)e second phase motivated volunteers and families Sconday
of the initiative will start in late 2017 with thebjective of . L
admitting 500 Eritrean, Somali and Sudanese refugees fi .movement of sponsorship b?neﬁc'.a.nes .Whnce
QUKAZILIAF® C¢KS LINEINF YYS A in Italy want to reach their families in other
tax. Beneficiaries apply for asylum upon arrival in Italy. European countrigss one of the main challenges

to address.He thenwishedfor the model to be

G&NR LS. YA &aSRE

Ms Hueck Director of ICMC Europejoderated
the first panel onemergingprivate sponsorship
programmes in Europe. Represgatives from
Italy, France, the United Kingdoand Germany
took part in this session and shared thigisights

Italian Humanitarian Corridors

Cesare Zuccongecretary General, Community of (Clickhereto access the full presentation)

g v

{ | ¥didm Italy

Under leadership from the Community of
St.Egidipthe Humanitarian Corridorrpgramme
has facilitated the admissio of 893 refugees
between January 2016 andSeptember 2017
While introducing the advocacy strategy of the
Humanitarian CorridorsVir Zucconistressed that
churches and faittbased organisations have 8
provedthey are capable cissuming leadership in ga
the issue of leggbathways andcreate synerigs
with institutional actors. He identified two
important aspects of the Humanitarian Ciolors:
the objective of saving lives and a new approach to
refugee integration, with a larger involvement of
civil society. Mr Zucconi also highlighted how
initiatives such as the Humanitarian Corridors can
trigger a cultural change in Europe, especially
when it comes to the refugee storytelling in the
media.

Daniele AlbanesgCaritasltaly;

Mr Albaneseintroduced the new programme of

the Humanitarian Corridorsto be opened in

Ethiopiain 2018 admitting500 Eritrean, Somali

and Sudanese refugeesThe Community of
{FYGQ93IARA2T (23Sim®NI 6A (K
signed a new Memorandum of Understanding in

January 2017 anagre now preparing thegroundin

6


http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/1.%20ITALY%202%20-%20Paolo%20Naso.pdf

Ethiopia They are establishingooperation with
national institutions, local organisationsand
UNHCR The new programme will ensurpre-
departure orientation for refugees angrepare
hostcommunitiesin Italy.

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)

Humanitarian Corridors in France: a new

partnership and framework for sponsorship

French Humanitarian Corridors

A twin initiative ofthe ItalianHumanitarian Corridorsvasstarted

in 2017 by acoalition of five French faitthased organisations
the/ 2YYdzyAtie 2F {FyiQ93IARAZ2Z
France, the Federation of Protestant Mutual Aid, the Frer
.AAaK2LJAaQ /2y TSNBY QU CaktgsFradcs
The organisations will sponsor 500 Syrian and Palestir
refugees who currently reside in LebanorSponsorsing
organization are fully responsible for identification and selectic
travel to France, as well as pemtival receptionfor a period

varying between 12 and 18 months.K S @A &l 5 6
allow beneficiaries to apply for asylum upon arrival in France.

Vardouhie AlexanianResettlementCoordinator,
Federation of Protestant Mutual Aid

Ms Alexanianshared the expeience of the
National Potestant Platform for Refugeeasffering
unconditional reception and integration
assistanceto more than 300Syrian and Iraqi
refugees whowere admitted to France after
receiving ahumanitarian visa.The assistance
activities range rbm access to social g,
schooling,and language learnintp participation

in the Frenchsocial and cultural life, job search,

etc. In addition to governmenfunded asistance
the Platform offers privatelunded assistance
delivered bydcal networls of individuals, parishes
and associatioewho areresponsible for hosting
and guiding thenewcomers.The Federation of
Protestant Mutual Aids one of the implementing
partners of the Humanitarian Corridoend will
apply similar approaches as describat the
above

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)

Corridors in France andpoke aboutthe first
arrivalson July %2017. He also explaineith detail
the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding
andthe different steps of the programme.

Juliette Delaplace,Secours Catholique Caritas
France(SCCF)

Ms Delaplace explained § / C &pg@roach in
delivering reception and integration to
beneficiaries Uponarrival, volunteers of partner
organisations provide the Humanitarian Corridors
beneficiaries with accommodation and integration
support. She explained the conditions to become
an dorganised group  @olledf) and welcome
families. The organised groups provide
accommodationfor one year and work in close
collaboration with public social workersWhile
volunteers offer social and emotiohhelp, social
workers offer a more professionalupport Ms.
Debplace also explained thtree goals of SCQGF
participatingin this inifative:

U to build a more coherent model to

welcome rdugees which involves
coordinationbetween social workers and
volunteers;

i to improve the functioning of

humanitarian visa to become more
transparent safe and legal pathways;

U to make the pilot initative a pernanent
feature of the protection landscape in
France, in additionto and not & a
substitte  of the govemmentQ a
resettlement efforts.

Mr de Palmaert from the French. A a K2 LJa Q

Conference, introduced the Humanitarian

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)


http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/1.%20ITALY%203%20-%20Daniele%20Albanese.pdf
http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/2.%20FRANCE%202.%20Federation%20de%20lEntraide%20Protestante.pdf
http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/2.%20FRANCE%20-%20Delaplace.pdf

Communitybasedsponsorship in the United
Kingdom

Communitybased sponsorship in the United
Kingdom

The UK Full Community Sponsorship Scheme was se
in 2016in response to advocacy efforts of groups such
Citizens UK. Registered charities, community inter
companies or religious organisations accredited by t
Home Office can sponsor. The sponsors offer finan
and settlement support for one year andearesponsible
for securing housing for two yearBuring this period
costs are shared between the sponsors and tl
government. Sponsors do not identify refugee:
themselvesThe scheme is 80O f biénBed modet
in which UNHCR identifies and refers gfas. Being
included in the resettlement quota, this scheme lac
additionality.

Mark Wiggin, CEOCaritas Skord

While introducing the British communiyased
sponsorship, Mr  Wiggin focused on the
GKdzeyyaaéeg 27F (GKS

Ay 9dzNP LISZ
September 20%:

NBaLR2yRSR

oMay every parish, every religious community, every
monastery, every sanctuary of Europe, take in one family

Pope Francig September 2015

He higlighted that, thanks to thigorogramme
G2NRAYFNE LIS2LX S¢ Oy

process of welcoming refugees and accompany

them through their integration process.As
compared to resettlemenschemesmplemented
by the government and service providers,
communitybased sponsorship offer a tool to
build and empowemore inclusiveeommunities

Sean Ryan National Caritas Community
Sponsorship Coordinator, Caritas Salford

relpiv@dd NJ

that Caritas Salford, as many other organisationsMmr

voluntary sectoy both represented by leade.g.
Caritas or diocesespnd host sponsa (e.g.
parishes or schools).

The government is responsible forefugee
identification (while the selectionand matchings
done by UNHCRYrientation, and security and
medical screening. The beneficiaries get

immediate refugee statysccess to state benefits
and right to employmentas well asrke health
care and dentistry

that

Mr Ryan explained g y
gpdnsotsRip- IS a 1oy brifyd adbss Qdcibty

beneficialboth to refugees and parishes. Refugees

communityased

can benefit from frequent and intensive
interaction with the local community while sharing
social capital and netarks. Parishes can become
stronger and more vibrant.

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)

B, Chadengaes Ay GRS

Ms Danielhighlighted that the programméacks
both additionaity and the drefugee naming
component Although the programme had a slow
start (only 50 refugees have been welcomed in the
United Kingdom since the beginning of the
programme in P16) there is a strong
commitment from the lead sponsors and from the
groups. She also outlined the importance of

Mr Ryanprovided insights on the key aspects of fraining volunteers who have no previous

the British communitybased sponsahip scheme
On the one hand, the scheme ispartnership
between the central government and the

experiencen dealingwith asylum seekers.

Ay


http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/3.%20UK%20Caritas%20Salford.pdf

German Regional Admissioprogramme &
private sponsorship of family members

German regional admission progmme

This dLander¢ programme opened in July 2013 and allov
German citizens or residents who have Syrian relativ
affected by the conflict to act as full sponsors for the
family members. Around 2000 persons have beer
admitted through this solme. Thesponsors have to sign
declaration of commitment to account for all expense
fAY1SR (2 GKSANI NBflGADSA
the obligation has been reduced to 5 years and cost ¢
now be shared by other acts (cosponsorship).

Patricia ReineckPolicy officerCaritasGermany

Ms Reineckprovided an overview of admission
programmes in  Germany: resettlement,
humanitarian admissiorand regional admission
programme implemented by 15out of the 16
FederalLarder for Syrian refugees. The latter is a
form of private sponsorshiggo admit extended
family members In this programme, sponsors
meet severalrequirements (family link with the

sponsored persons, minimum income, German,

citizershipor residence permit) ashhave tosigna
binding declaratiorof commitmentensuring that
they will coveraccommodation and living costs for
five years.Sonsors privately fundhe travel of
their family members who are not entitled to
attend integration courses.

Although Ms Remeck acknowledged that this
programme is important in terms of additionality
to governmentlead programmse, she showed

some criticism towardssome aspects of the

programme:

1. healthcare expenditure should be

SEOt dzZRSR FNRY (KS
commitment
2. more support programmes are needed,;
3. the right to claim international protection
should not be impaired by this
programme;

4. the five-yearcommitment of the sponsors

is too long.
(Clickhereto access the full presentation)

Regine NockAzari, Social worker, Coordinator of
refugee support and consultation of the
Evangelical ChurahDiakonie Baden

Ms NockAzarishared her experience aefugee Q
support fom the perspective of theEvangécal
Church in BadenWirttembergs (Germany.
Churches and faittbased organisations provide
counselling and help refugeésroughthe work of
volunteers.

As Ms ReineckMs NockAzari stressed the
importance ofthe addtionality of suchregional
programmes At the same time, shehowed some
criticism towards certain aspects of the
LINE INT YYS Q&

The first problem is that spmored relatives
cannot obtain statutory or private health
insurance. She alsiatedthat the duration of the
sponsorship is too long (5 yearahd that the
commitment should enevhenanasylum seekeis

fauhdZ elgbld Noh fefugdeA sfatuy/o® Arother
subsidary protection status.

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)
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http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/4.%20GERMANY%201%20Reineck.pdf
http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/4.%20GERMANY%202%20Nock%20Azari.pdf

Panel 2: experiences of private
sponsaship of refugeesfrom Canada

Ms Huecknoderated the second panel on private
sponsorship in Canada. Representatives from
Alberta, Ontario, Quebe¢ and Nova Scotidgook
part in this sessioro present ad discuss their
experiences. The speakasoprovided different
inputs on how to strengthen and expand
sponsorship initiatives in  Europe while
introducingdiscussions oquality standards.

In the wake of the Syrian refugee cristhe
motivations are similar and faittbased groups
work together with secular and muitaith groups.

Brian Dyck Chair of the Canadian Sponsorship!n addition, private sponsorship has become part
Agreement Holders (SAH) Council and Nationa®f/ I Y | tRablit®®
Migration and Resettlement Coordinator,

Mennonite Central Committee, Edmonton, Alberta Types of Sponsorship Groups
in Canada

Overview of the Canadian Sponsorship
Programmefor Refugee

Mr Dyckgave an overview of the different legal

Rt |
pathways for refugees to Canada: the government Sns
g

assisted programme (GAR), the private Sponsorshi Refagos
sponsorshipprogramme (PSR)and, since 2013, Holdex ——

the Hended Visa Office Referred programme
(BVOR) He explainedthat the key dfferences

. f
among these programmes are the selection and

fundingmodalities

He focused on / | y | R)hg.@té_ndmg private Dka alsooutlined the different types of groups
sponsorshipexperienceas the first and foremost known as Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAHS)
RdzN} 6t S aztdziazy Ay | RIR&apadarpey gag spapsorgefugersyiienselyes v i Q a
commitment He added thaPSR is m|y a fam||y or work with otheractors within the Community
reunification programme for refugees with high SAHs are mostly religiousrogps and ethne
needsandin protracteddisplacementsituations,  cultural groups,but they also collaborate with

He also remembered thathenever there have diaspora communitiesGroups can be a place for

beena large refugee movemestPSkhas added inter-faith exchangeFinally, Dyckummarisedhe

protectionspaces. three key roleplayed by SAHs
Mr Dyck then recalled the history gfrivate U toraise awarenesabout refugees and the
sponsorship in Canada since its beginning in 1979. programme;

Back then, people were motivated to help

refugeesby the compelling images of suffering U to helpgroupsthrough the paperwork and

conflict zona, such as Vietnanas well ady their the governnent administrative

Christian faith.Later on, many were motived by procedures

memaries of their own refugee experience. U to act as a guide ané resource when
newcomes arrive;

(Clickhereto access the full presentatijpn
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http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/5.%20CANADA%201%20-%20Brian%20Dyck%20pptx.pdf

The role of the Diocese of Montreal in
engading parishes in refugee sponsorship

Alessandra Santopadre Coordinator for the
Refugee Sponsorship Programme, Diocese
Montreal, Québec

Ms her

Santopadre began presentation

priests to brief them and coordinate their effost
Parishes that do not meet the financial
requirements to become a sponsor can still
provide help or settlemensupport(food, housing,
etc.). Refugees arrive to Quebee32imes a year
and they are welcomed by the communities at the
airport. The communities engage for a-X@onth
support, but Ms Santopadre ensures that

KAIKEAIKGAY I rétin pblicies dzé 6 '§'@ONghips, jagi longer than the sponsoring

separatefrom Canad® and thatits sponsorship
process takelonger.

In Quebec there are two different types of
refugee sponsorship. In bottases, the refugees
and the sponsorsmust meet their obligations. For
governmentsponsored efugees most of the
resettlement is fundedy the state andefugees
are entitled to governmenf) asupport to
integration. On the other hand, collectively
sponsored refugeeeceivefinancial support from
a group or organaion (SAHs, group of five
permarent residens or citizens, or community
sponsor) that agrees to sponsor them and
accompany them through their integian

period.

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)

Receiving and volunteering for refugees in
the Diocese of Niagara

Scott Mcleod, Associate Priest aft. George's
Anglican Church in St. Catharine, Coordinator of
the Refugee Sponsorship Prag; Diocese of
Niagara, Ontario

Mr MclS2 R aKI NBR GKS
approach tahe welcomeand supporof refugees

SJ2 y a 2 Nefilenent aresponsibilities  are
numerous They range fromthe welcome at the

process. The group has to sign a declaration ofirport to country and community orientation,

financial and social commitment.

Ms Santopadre shared her experiencas
coordinatorof the diocese of Montrearetracing

from arranging temporary or perament
accommodation to introducingefugees to the
postal systemas well aspplyingfor government
support and social benefits programmeand
finding doctors, furniture, households goods, etc.
Thisvariety of activitiesis made possible by the
work of volunteers

a ¢ Wittle baby in a manger, about whoftd beensinging
every Christmas since my own childhood, had in fact be:
passing through my living room for days on end; this tim
not dressed in swaddling clothes, but in plastic-flgps
and in standard governmeMNXB ¥ dz3SS A a:

Reflection of a sponsor, as quoted by Scott McLeod

In his inspiring presentation, McLeod highlighted
that resettlement is a lifechanging experience and

the varioussteps needed for mobilising potential 1tS Primary goaisrefugeeselfsufficiency and self

sponsors. For instance, she said that bishops ifléterminacy.lt is also to give back to refugees
Quebec forward a letter of information to the control on their lives so that they can make their

parishes to
sponsorship programmes. Theshe meets the

raise awareness about private

own decisios.
(Clickhereto access the full presentation)
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http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/5.%20CANADA%202%20-%20Alessandra%20Santopadre.pdf
http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/5.%20CANADA%203%20-%20Scott%20McLeod.pdf

Welcome and mtegration opportunities in

Ensuring _quality sponsorships: _offering

smaller communities

Evelyn Jones, Coordinator of the Refugee

training and support

Yosief Araya Directorof the Refugee Sponsorship

Sponsorship at Immigrant Services Association oTraining Program, Catholic Crosscultural Services,

Nova ScotidISANp

Ms Jonegave an introduction athe work ISANS,
which coordinates the efforts of sponsors in %o
Scota, in Eastern Canadand raiss awareness
among communities.

dWhat inspires you is feeling part of a caring, passionat
and dedicated community. Volunteering with a sponsorst
group allows you to witness how love, friendship andyuni
Oy FYYyAKAfLF(GS GKS& g2N

{ L2 y & 2 NI & as§I®Ed b$ Evélyn oyies

She provided the example of Antigonish, a small
town (5,000 inhabitants) very active in
sponsorshipinitiatives There are three main
sponsorship graps in Antigonish that work under
two SAHSs. Since 2015 these groups have
sponsored 47 refugees (for a total of 7 Syrian
families) Using this example, Ms Jonesplained
that groups are successfuthen they are welk
organised andcollaborative, when they create
community awareness, and whethey build
partnershipsbetween faithgroups and the wider
community. Other elements of success are:

U Clusters allowing beneficiary families to
be admitted to areas where multiple
groups can be found;

U0 Existing nfrastructure to meet
O2YYdzy A (A & Dasiy BtliRai
services, grocery stores, schaqadc.);

U Training of volunteersprovidedby NGOs
or churches in person or onling to
addresswelcoming and settlemensteps
expectation management intercultural
respect, boundariegonfidentiality,etc.;

U Strong English as Additional ahguage
(EAl support

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)

Torontg Ontario

Mr Araya introduced the work of Catholic

/ NB aaoOdzt (dzNT ¢ { SNBAOSaQ
Training Programme (RSTP) with pevaponsors
across Canada to assist them in successfully
sponsoring refugees through the PSR. He
particularly bcused orthe quality of sponsorship
applicatiorsand the value of training and support.
First, he defined &@ K A 3 K djpplitafioh ds& ¢

1) Gorrectly and fullycompleted application;

2) Submitted for eligibleapplicantsand with
high probability of being accepted and
approved

3) Containing comprehendve settlement
plans including contingency plans.

He then identified some factors affecting the
apph O A2y Qa
the quality of the decisionmaking, changes in
O2dzy iNBE O2yRAGAZ2YAX

the lack of implementation of settlement plans.

Finally, Mr Araya stressed the importance of
training.

el ok
e

(Clickhereto access the full presentation)
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Day 2 - Strategring: standards,

Parallel Working Groupsidentifying

principles and future cooperation

common__principles and defining

Opening prayer
Msgr. Robert Vitllo, Secretary General,
International Catholic Migration Commission

(ICMCNB | R t 2 LJS
Lesbos on April 16 2016.

CNI yOA&Q

din caring for them may we seek a world
where none are forced to leave their home
IyR 6KSNB [ff OFy fA@BS i»

Extract from Pope Frahcd Q LINJ @ SNJ | 4 @

(Clickhereto listen to and to readhe full text of
the prayel

Inspirational message

Brian Dyckfrom theMennonite Church of Canada
gave an inspirational messageferring to the
work of William CavanaugtMr Dyck alsaead a
prayer from the Middle East Cancil of Churches.

6Open and confident, may we defend the dignity of all
creation, sharing today and forever the bread of solidarity
2dzaGAO0S | yR LI OS

Extract from a prayer from Middle East Council of Church

(Clickhereto read the full text of the prayer)

benchmaks of communitybased
private sponsorship programmes

Participants met in breakut groups todiscuss
responsescommon grounds, principteas well as
identify controversial points around six main areas
of private sponsorshipprogrammes advocacy,
private sponsorship definition, identification of
sponsored refugees, financial responsibilities,
division of roles among the government and other
actors, and the role of welcoming communities
and volunteers.

A variety of approaches to private sponsorship
have b&n and can be successfdlowever, certain
key elements and benchmarks should be
considered in order to ensure both protectiari

bengficiarigsyjand progipirmae suiajggpilitg ¥

Reports and conclusions fronthe parallel
working groups

Building onthe afternoon discussionswvithin the
breakout groups, rapporteurs shared the

conclusios from the working groups on six main
topics related to private sponsorship.
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http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/16/pope_offers_prayers_for_migrants_at_port_of_lesbos/1223316
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2017/09/20/a-prayer-for-peace-for-syria/

Group 1. Advocacy and campaigning for Group 2. Defining private sponsorships:
private sponsorship legal pathways and welcoming engagement

Shannon Pfohman Head of Unit Policy ral Claudia Bonamini Policy and Advocacy officer,
AdvocacyCarites Europa Jesuit Refugee Sére (JRS) Europe

Different levek of advocacy ations were  There is no single, agreeghon definition of
discussedn this working groupAdvocacy efforts private sponsorship andhus, programmes take
should always be adapted local needs and there many forms.

is no onesizefits-all approach. An advocacy
campaign that might be useful in one ¢ty may
not be useful in another. For this reason, the key
to identify the different contextspecifictools that
can have a positive impaot both the public and
the government. At the EU level, participants
agreed that advocating for private sponsofshi
initiatives should be framed a& way to expand
safe and legal pathwa to protect vulnerable
people Participants also discuethat, so farthe
main engagement of the EU Bheenin financing
(e.g. mandate of AMIF). Three more points
emerged from thediscussion:

i Civil society engagement is considered atStarting from the definition provided in the ERN+
the core of advocacy effast Scoping Paper, participants identified as a central
Private sponsorship initiatives can create feature of private sponsorsh the shared
and foster networks of welcoming responsibilities between the government and the
communities. A higher involvement of sponsors. They also identified the social and
diaspora groups has been identified as aemotional support provided by sponsors and
key point to buid more inclusive society. communitiesas the added value of sponsorship

programmes
U Expectatiommanagement
Expectatiors of both refugees and &Private sponsorship careldefined as a public
sponsors (communitiesjolunteer9 need private partnership between governments wha
to goin the same directionas a pathway facilitate legal admission for refugees and
to refugee seksufficiency. private actors who provide financial, social

and/or emotional support to receive and settle
U Engagement of the media is important to NBFdAsSsa Ayuz UKS
changerefugeestorytelling
Two key points were madéhe first is to

let refugee tell their stories because too
F])ftetn the' stow?lllnglzltakfhn O\t/)er b}/'tthef Moreover, in a discussion on terminology;
OT SO.C'ety'f eco“h y’ld € e”te'ds’, O pari AOA LI yia +INBSHI &KR4& 6 ¢
welcomingre UQI?.eS ou Stpses_ens ﬂ|1n sponsorship better describes the essence of
a more compefling way sharing bo sponsorshipnitiatives Participants discussed that

refugees and friends of refugeRstories the concept should remain broad and flexible.
can bea powerful way to promote safe

and legal pathways.

9wbbk L/ a/ 9 dzblhd Fages p. il
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Group 3.ldentification of sponsored refugees Group 4.Who sponsors?Duration, financial
responsibilities, and safety net

GiuliaGori, Project coadinator, Italian Federation
of Protestant Churches (FCEI) Anne Dussart Head ofDepartment Asylum and

Migration, Caritas International
Under any model the approachshould be a L i
protection-sensitiveand non¢discriminatoryone. ENRAGIUS allZyazNARKALQa yl uAz
Sonsos should never pick and choose related and differ a lot fromone another. For
beneficiariesn the basis of thie religiousbeliefs ~ instance, sponsorship can be in support of the
) _ government initial pledge (as in thease of the
U Complementaty of naming and blended pjted Kingdon) or can be complementary to
m . existing resettlement programnsfas in France or
Participants discussedé¢ pros and cons  tgly). Sponsorship can require full financial
2% ylYAy3oe !y | R@I YsliphoR from #h& spéhdolgrrdnde ifaly) dshift
the possibility to target those who do not  the * responsibity onto the State, which is

qualify under UNHCR criteria and addressrespor]s,me for covering most cogtsK).
people with different needgfor example:
IDPs)Another alded value of naming isan Governments see as main benefit of private

increased flexibilityallowingfor a caseby ~ SPonsorship that private actors makeousing
caseassessment. Conversely, a clear ~ available.

disadvantage of naming models is that

there is no guarantee that identification

will follow vulnerability criteriaand the

identification  procedue can lack

transparency Another disadvantage is

that the model can be misused to replace

existingfamily reunification channelfor

example: under the EU directive)

U  Security checks
Participants discussed the advantagef ) _ _ )
pre-arrival security checksaried out by ~ USINg the example of spo_n_sorshlp experiences in
the government for beneficiaries of Europe and Canada, participantsleetedon the -
private sponsorshipSecurity checksiake financial implications of_startlng a sponsorship
private sponsorship more appealing in the Programmein  the United Kingdom  the
eye of the publicHowever, they should SPONSOMg organisation pay a guarantee of

not lead to criminalisng migrants and £4.500 per adult. Since the quota of the
asylum seekers. communitybased sponsorship is included in the

resettlement places, th social and emotional

i Disclosure of prarrival nformation support to integration offered by the sponsors is
Although it is important to share the mainaddedcomponent of this model.

information between beneficiaries and |n Canada and Franed5.000 ande18.000 need
sponsors, not everpiece ofinformation  to pe collected respectively In  Germany,
should be shared (e.g. religiougaith).  sponsors must guarantee support for 5 years and

7 I = Ts A~

. SYSTAOAINASE&Q LINA %o@e?au KRB R gt inkdNB o iRsRAcS, R @
healthcare is an important hidden cost in
Germany. Participants agreed that healthcare
support should not be provided by sponsor
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